
I used to fly 
without an 

approval from 
FOCA. Do I 

need one now?

Can I comply with the requirements of the open category?
Drone guide (admin.ch)

No approval 
needed from 

FOCA
Yes

Is my flight in Visual Line of Sight (VLOS)?

Is my drone's maximum characteristic dimension of up to 3 m ?

"SORA" 
approval 
needed

Is my operation over a controlled 
ground area ?

(See Note 3)

Is my operation below 120m above ground?
(or 150m, including air risk buffer)

Yes

Note 2: In particular cases where the conditions of obtaining a restricted area are fulfilled (Refer to LS- R directive in DE, FR, IT), 
PDRA- G02 might also be suited. Note that an LS- R is granted in only special cases and it is a lengthy process of at least 3 
months.

No

Note 3: A controlled ground area is defined in (EU) 2019/947 GM1 Article 2(21). Shortly described, it is an area on the ground 
(on the surface of the Earth) where the UAS operator is able to ensure that only the active participants are present. Active 
participants are those persons directly involved with the operation of the UAS or fully aware that the UAS operation is being  
conducted near them. Active participants are fully aware of the risks involved with the UAS operation and have accepted these 
risks. Active participants are informed on and able to follow relevant effective emergency procedures and/or contringency 
plans. The assurance that there will be non- active participants in the area of operation is under  full responsibility of the 
operator. The UAS operator may protect the controlled ground area by means of fencing or using other methods, as 
appropriate, considering the population density.

Yes

Consider 
PDRA- S01

Is my operation over a controlled ground 
area that is entirely located in a sparsely 

populated area?
(See notes 3 and 4)

No

Is my drone operation
over gathering or assemblies of people?

(See Note 1)

No

Note 1: The term "Assemblies of people" is defined in (EU) 2019/947 GM1 Article 2(3): Assemblies of people have been defined by 
an objective criterion related to the possibility for an individual to move around in order to limit the consequences of an out- of- 
control drone. [...]. Qualitative examples of assemblies of people are: a) sport, cultural, religious or political events; b) beaches or 
parks on a sunny day; c) commercial streets during the opening hours of the shops; and d) ski resorts/tracks/lanes.

Yes

No

Note 4: The acceptable quantitative definition of the population density to be considered as sparsely populated is: less or equal 
to 300 ppl/km2 (3 ppl/ha). Population density data is available on map.geo.admin.ch (Population Statistics: Inhabitants) Refer to 
FOCA- UAS- GM- Part1 for further guidance.

Is my operation in a sparsely populated area? (see note 4)

Consider 
PDRA- G01

or
CH- STS BVLOS

yes

Yes

Is my operation
30m from ground or within 15m from obstacles ?

yes

Consider 
PDRA- G02

Yes

No

Is my operation
in a reserved or segregated airspace ?

 (see note 2)

Consider 
PDRA- G03

Is my drone's take- off mass (MTOM) up to 25 kg?

Yes

Yes

Consider
CH- STS
EVLOS

(declarative)

Consider 
PDRA- S02

Is it a location- independent and permanent 
operation?

Check UAS Typical Kinetic Energy <  34kJ
and other PDRA- Gxx characteritics

Is my drone operation in a sparsely populated area? (see note 4)

No

No

Is my operation below 120m above ground
(or 150m, including air risk buffer) ?

Is my drone at max 1km distance or
BVLOS with Airspace Observers (AO) employed ?

(see Note 5 on AO)

Is my drone operation compliant with the properties and 
requirements of the scenario (PDRA/CH- STS) ?

Yes

SORA No

SORA 

No

Yes No

Yes

APPLY
Submit Application Form + 

Operations Manual (as required)
 to rpas@bazl.admin.ch

SORA 

Yes

Yes No

SORA No

Yes

No

Note 5: The AO’s main responsibilities, as defined in point UAS.STS-02.050, are to: (1) maintain a thorough visual scan of the 
airspace surrounding the unmanned aircraft (UA) in order to identify any risk of collision with any manned aircraft; (2) maintain 
awareness of the position of the UA through visual contact or through assistance  provided by electronic means; (3) alert the 
remote pilot when a hazard is detected and assist in avoiding or minimising the  potential negative effects

No

No

No

N
o

Diclaimer:
DE: Das  vorliegende Dokument dient lediglich als Hilfestellung. Das BAZL übernimmt  keine Gewähr für Aktualität, Richtigkeit, Vollständigkeit und Qualität der bereitgestellten Informationen. Die entsprechenden Bestimmungen sollten konsultiert werden.
FR: Ce  document n'est qu'une aide. L'OFAC ne garantit pas l'actualité, l'exactitude, l'exhaustivité ni la qualité des informations fournies. Le règlementation doit être consultée.
IT: Questo documento è da intendersi solo come una guida. L'UFAC non si assume alcuna  responsabilità per l'attualità, l'accuratezza, la completezza e la qualità delle informazioni fornite. Il regolamento deve essere consultato.
EN: This document is intended only as a guide. FOCA accepts no responsibility for the topicality, accuracy, completeness and quality of the information provided.  Applicable regulations should be consulted.
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https://www.bazl.admin.ch/bazl/en/home/drohnen/verstaendnishilfe/drohnenguide.html
https://www.bazl.admin.ch/dam/bazl/en/dokumente/Sicherheit/Infrastruktur/richtlinie-vergabe-ls-r.pdf.download.pdf/Richtlinie%20Vergabe%20von%20Restricted%20Areas%20%28LS-R%29.pdf
https://www.bazl.admin.ch/dam/bazl/fr/dokumente/Sicherheit/Infrastruktur/richtlinie-vergabe-ls-r.pdf.download.pdf/Attribution%20de%20zones%20r%C3%A9glement%C3%A9es%20%28LS-R%29.pdf
https://www.bazl.admin.ch/dam/bazl/it/dokumente/Sicherheit/Infrastruktur/richtlinie-vergabe-ls-r.pdf.download.pdf/Istituzione%20di%20zone%20regolamentate%20%28Restricted%20Areas,%20LS-R%29.pdf
https://map.geo.admin.ch/?lang=en&topic=ech&bgLayer=ch.swisstopo.pixelkarte-farbe&layers=ch.swisstopo.zeitreihen,ch.bfs.gebaeude_wohnungs_register,ch.bav.haltestellen-oev,ch.swisstopo.swisstlm3d-wanderwege,ch.astra.wanderland-sperrungen_umleitungen,ch.bfs.volkszaehlung-bevoelkerungsstatistik_einwohner&layers_opacity=1,1,1,0.8,0.8,1&layers_visibility=false,false,false,false,false,true&layers_timestamp=18641231,,,,,2021
https://www.bazl.admin.ch/dam/bazl/fr/dokumente/Gut_zu_wissen/Drohnen_und_Flugmodelle/how_to_apply_sora.pdf.download.pdf/FOCA-UAS-GM-Part1_ISS01REV00_HowToApply-Part1.pdf

