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To ensure that in an emergency the search and rescue personnel can find an aircraft which has been 
involved in an accident as quickly as possible, they are reliant on accurate and precise data. This is 
where GPS data are of great assistance. This is usually sent automatically by distress beacons (ELT) 
in aircraft in the event that they are activated.

However, through discussions with flying clubs and other organisations we have established that 
some beacons (ELT) which have an internal GPS only transmit coordinates inaccurately when they are 
activated. That is because the devices were coded with a protocol (15 Hex ID), which prevents 
full transmission of the GPS coordinates due to the limited data set.

In order that, in an emergency, this valuable information is conveyed fully and precisely, distress 
beacons must be coded with an appropriate protocol. Your device may need to be re-coded. 
Switzerland permits three different types of coding.

The FOCA recommends ICAO 24-bit coding, which allows full transmission of GPS data.

How can I find out whether my beacon 
sends GPS data?

1.  How does the HEX-ID start?

–  21A… = In an emergency, the ELT will also provide 
GPS data. It is coded correctly. If the information 
is registered with the FOCA (elt@bazl.admin.ch), 
you do not have to do anything.

–  A1A … = If your aircraft has an internal GPS, in an emergency the ELT transmits inaccura-
te GPS data. The ELT should be re-coded to make use of its full functionalities.
The FOCA recommends the coding in which the 24-bit ICAO code is used. Your CAMO, 
maintenance company or the sales department for your device will be glad to help.

–  Register the newly coded ELT with the new HEX-ID with the FOCA so that the database 
can be updated. (elt@bazl.admin.ch) 

2.  How do I find my ICAO 24-bit address?

You can find the 24-bit ICAO code in the FOCA's aircraft register under the heading Aircraft 
Address (hex). Enter the aircraft registration number.

https://app02.bazl.admin.ch/web/bazl/en/#/lfr/search

