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Background: In Regulation (EU) 2020/639, the EU regulates the two standard procedures STS-01 and 
STS-02. From December 2021, drone pilots ("remote pilots") can be trained and qualified for these 
and, if necessary, other standard procedures at a later date. This training consists of a theoretical and 
a practical part and thus runs in two steps:

1. Theory: The theoretical part corresponds to the training and examination as required 
for A2 (open drone category). This means that the pilot completes the FOCA online 
training and examination for A2. 

2. Practice: For the practical part, so-called "recognized entities" are responsible.

Recognized entities must fulfil defined requirements, declare their compliance with these requirements 
to the FOCA and may then offer the corresponding training for drone pilots. The FOCA inspects these 
organizations as part of its supervisory activities (audits / inspections). 

In the sense of an assistance, this document shows which requirements a recognized entity must fulfil. 

Important: The relevant EU regulations are legally binding.

What are the requirements for becoming a recognized entity?

The requirements of the competent authority (in Switzerland the FOCA) for such a recognized entity 
are listed in Appendix 3 of Regulation (EU) 2020/639. Every organization that wants to be recognized 
for the practical training of drone pilots must submit a declaration of compliance with the defined 
requirements to the FOCA. The form in Appendix 6 of Regulation (EU) 2020/639 is used for this 
purpose (see template at the end of the document). The same requirements apply to UAS operators. 
Instead of the form in Annex 6, they use the form in Appendix 4 of Regulation (EU) 2020/639.

Below is a summary of the most important requirements for such an entity "recognized by the FOCA":  

- The organization has to demonstrate clear separation between training activities and other 
operational activities (guarantee of independence).

- The organization has to demonstrate that there are suitable personnel and specify the 
responsible manager. 

- The organization must have task-oriented facilities and equipment.
- The organization shall provide all practical skills relevant to the relevant standard operating 

procedure (STS). It shall declare in the above form for which standard procedure (STS-01 or 
STS-02) it intends to provide training.- As proof of the practical skills acquired, the training 
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organization must draw up an assessment report for each trained pilot.  This report must 
contain the following information: UAV pilot and instructor identity, relevant STS, exam scores 
(as a percentage of the maximum score), overall assessment and feedback on improvement 
potential, if applicable. The recognized entity shall issue a certificate to the drone pilot if the 
drone pilot has reached a satisfactory level.

Important!

The new EU standard scenarios are applicable from the end of 2021. Declarations for recognition as a 
training organization as described above will be accepted by the FOCA from 1 August 2021 (intentional 
adoption of the new EU regulation on drones). Training may begin from the date of submission of the 
declaration. Declarations submitted before this date are invalid and will not be considered. The FOCA 
will provide further information (including the address for submitting such declarations) at a later date. 


