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Airspace Assessment / Hazard Identification  
Identification of potential other airspace users in the intended volume of operation and adjacent airspace, and whether they are cooperative. 
Based on EUROCONTROL Unmanned Aircraft Systems – ATM Collision Avoidance Requirements [footnoteRef:1], §5.4.7, Table 7 :   [1:  Unmanned Aircraft Systems – ATM Collision Avoidance Requirements ... EUROCONTROL, UAS ATM Integration Activity, version 1.0,. November 2008, https://skybrary.aero/sites/default/files/bookshelf/3208.pdf [online link] ] 

	Aerial objects by group 
	Hazard Identification 
	Risk Characterization 

	Cat 
	Group 
	Description 
	Considered as Hazard 
[yes / no]
	Equippage 
Conspicuity
	Traffic Characteristics 
Rationale to not consider it as Hazard  
Hazard characterization within airspace and details on conspicuity requirements
	Strategic Mitigations (included in SORA)


*Soft factors (excluded from the SORA scope)
	Tactical Mitigations (included in SORA)


*Soft factors (excluded from the SORA scope

	1 
	F 
	Fauna. Large Birds 
	 No
	 None
	(e.g.) Impact on Ground Risk only
	
	

	
	K 
	Kites and tethered balloons.  
	 
	 
	
	
	

	
	B 
	Hot air balloons. 
	 No
	 MODE-S (a)
	
· Balloons tend to operate in known weather and areas. 
· Traffic exposure at low level is limited in airport environment and controlled airspace
· For gas and hot air balloons within airspace C and D, an authorisation is required from the appropriate air traffic control units.
· Minimum VFR height (ie 500ft/AGL) from VRV-L/SERA are applicable to balloons (except for training) and main balloons sites are visible on the ICAO chart for flight planning.
· (a) Transponder MODE-S only required for flights during aeronautical night and dense fog (VRV-L, art. 29)
	
· Flight planning, identification of the flight time and areas for B Ops
· Monitoring of radio communication


Soft factors
Balloons are identifiable on on-board camera / ground-based webcams due to their size 

	
· Transponder MODE-S detection through MLAT


Soft factors
Balloons are identifiable on on-board camera due to their size 


	
	P 
	Parachutists 
	 
	 
	
	
	

	
	A 
	Unpowered air sports: hang gliders, paragliders, etc. 
	 
	 
	
	
	

	2 
	R 
	Radio controlled model aircraft 
	 
	 
	
	
	

	
	G 
	Gliders. 
	 
	 
	
	
	

	
	S 
	Powered air sports: very light aircraft, ultralights, motor gliders, motor paragliders, etc 
	 
	 
	
	
	

	3 
	D 
	Dirigible airships 
	 
	 
	
	
	

	4 
	H-State 
	Helicopters (VIP, Police, Customs, Civil Protection, Military)
	 
	 
	
	
	

	
	H-SAR
	Helicopters (emergency and medical services SAR/HEMS)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	H-CAT
	Commercial rotorcraft (CAT) incl. SPO (Aerial Work)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	H-GAR
	General aviation rotorcraft (GAR) 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	L 
	Light aircraft (i.e. non-pressurised general aviation). 
	 
	 
	
	
	

	
	Q 
	Pressurised general aviation with MTOM less than 5,700 kg. 
	 
	 
	
	
	

	
	N 
	Pressurised pax acft no ACAS 
	 
	 
	
	
	

	4,5 
	T 
	Pressurised pax acft w/ ACAS 
	 
	 
	
	
	

	
	C 
	Cargo aircraft or military air transport. 
	 
	 
	
	
	

	
	M 
	Military trainer aircraft and high-performance jets. 
	 
	 
	
	
	

	
	U 
	Unmanned Aircraft 
	 
	 
	Out of SORA Scope 
	
	


Table  1: Airspace Assessment - Aerial Objects by group 
