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APPLICATION FOR AN OPERATIONAL AUTHORIZATION (SORA 2.5)

	Part 1


This form concerns applications for new operational authorizations only. 
· For cross-border operations: please use the Cross-Border Form.
· For changes or extension requests to a current authorization: please use the NoM Form.
	A. General Information

	Registration is conducted via dLIS: https://www.dlis.bazl.admin.ch. Please ensure that the UAS operator’s name and registration number you provide in §A.1 and §A.2 match those provided in your dLIS account.

	A.1
	UAS Operator Name 
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	A.2
	UAS Operator Registration Number
	CHE – Click or tap here to enter text.

	A.3
	UAS Operator Nature
	☐ Legal entity (company, sole proprietorship, etc.)
☐ Natural person 

	A.4
	UID Number (https://www.uid.admin.ch)
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	
	
	☐ I do not have a UID Number (e.g., third-country operator)

	A.5
	Insurance
	☐ I hereby confirm that insurance data available on dLIS is accurate and up to date.

	A.6
	Operational Point of Contact
	First & Last name:
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	
	
	Email address:
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	
	
	Phone number:
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	A.7
	Billing address

	
	
	☐ Same address as displayed in the UID Register (see §A.4)

	
	
	☐ Other address – please specify below:

	
	Company name:
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	
	Contact:
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	
	Address line 1:
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	
	Address line 2:
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	
	Zip, City:
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	A.8
	Consulting Company (if applicable)
	Company name:
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	
	
	Contact:
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	
	
	Address:
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	
	
	Zip, City, Country:
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	
	
	Email address:
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	
	Note: The applicant is the sole official point of contact for FOCA, including in matters of oversight.


		
	
	B. UAS and Technical Information[footnoteRef:1] [1:  For further information on specific terms and definitions, please refer to FOCA Guidance on SORA and on the latest EASA Easy Access Rules for Unmanned Aircraft Systems (also see AMC & GM to Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/947 — Issue 1, Amendment 3).] 


	In corner cases (e.g., large UAS fleet, swarms, etc.), it is possible to use §B.15 to refer to separate documents.

	B.1
	UAS Design organization name

	
	UAS #1: Enter text
	UAS #2: Enter text

	
	UAS #3: Enter text
	UAS #4: Enter text

	B.2
	UAS Model name

	
	UAS #1: Enter text
	UAS #2: Enter text

	
	UAS #3: Enter text
	UAS #4: Enter text

	B.3
	Type of UAS

	
	UAS #1: Choose an item.
	UAS #2: Choose an item.

	
	UAS #3: Choose an item.
	UAS #4: Choose an item.

	B.4
	Tethered UAS

	
	UAS #1:
	☐ Yes ☐ No
	UAS #2:
	☐ Yes ☐ No
	UAS #3:
	☐ Yes ☐ No
	UAS #4:
	☐ Yes ☐ No

	B.5
	Maximum UA Characteristic Dimension (CD) 

	
	UAS #1:
	xx m
	UAS #2:
	xx m
	UAS #3:
	xx m
	UAS #4:
	xx m

	B.6
	Take-Off Mass

	
	UAS #1:
	xx         kg
	UAS #2:
	xx         kg
	UAS #3:
	xx         kg
	UAS #4:
	xx         kg

	B.7
	Type of C2 Link

	
	UAS #1:
	Enter text
	UAS #2:
	Enter text
	UAS #3:
	Enter text
	UAS #4:
	Enter text

	B.8
	Type of propulsion system

	
	UAS #1:
	Choose an item.
	Enter text

	
	UAS #2:
	Choose an item.
	Enter text

	
	UAS #3:
	Choose an item.
	Enter text

	
	UAS #4:
	Choose an item.
	Enter text

	B.9
	Serial number or, if applicable, UA registration mark

	
	UAS #1:
	Enter text

	
	UAS #2:
	Enter text

	
	UAS #3:
	Enter text

	
	UAS #4:
	Enter text

	B.10
	Type certificate (TC) or design verification report (DVR) number and issue date, if applicable

	
	UAS #1:
	Enter text

	
	UAS #2:
	Enter text

	
	UAS #3:
	Enter text

	
	UAS #4:
	Enter text

	B.11
	Number of the certificate of airworthiness (CofA), if applicable

	
	UAS #1:
	Enter text
	UAS #2:
	Enter text

	
	UAS #3:
	Enter text
	UAS #4:
	Enter text

	B.12
	Number of the noise certificate, if applicable

	
	UAS #1:
	Enter text

	
	UAS #2:
	Enter text

	
	UAS #3:
	Enter text

	
	UAS #4:
	Enter text

	B.13
	E-conspicuity system

	
	UAS #1:
	Choose an item.
	Enter text

	
	UAS #2:
	Choose an item.
	Enter text

	
	UAS #3:
	Choose an item.
	Enter text

	
	UAS #4:
	Choose an item.
	Enter text

	B.14
	Green flashing light (mandatory for night operations)

	
	UAS #1:
	☐ Yes ☐ No
	UAS #2:
	☐ Yes ☐ No
	UAS #3:
	☐ Yes ☐ No
	UAS #4:
	☐ Yes ☐ No

	B.15
	UAS Maximum Speeds

	B.15.1
	[MANDATORY] Maximum commanded airspeed as defined by manufacturer
	UAS #1: Enter text            m/s
	UAS #2: Enter text            m/s

	
	
	UAS #3: Enter text            m/s
	UAS #4: Enter text            m/s

	B.15.2
	[MANDATORY] Maximum operational speed(s), i.e., max. speed(s) flown within the scope of the intended operation(s) (e.g., specific mode speed)
	UAS #1: xx        m/s;  xx      m/s
	UAS #2: xx        m/s;  xx      m/s

	
	
	UAS #3: xx        m/s;  xx      m/s
	UAS #4: xx        m/s;  xx      m/s

	B.15.3
	[OPTIONAL]
 Maximum ascend speed:
	UAS #1: Enter text            m/s
	UAS #2: Enter text            m/s

	
	
	UAS #3: Enter text            m/s
	UAS #4: Enter text            m/s

	B.15.4
	[OPTIONAL] 
Maximum descend speed:
	UAS #1: Enter text            m/s
	UAS #2: Enter text            m/s

	
	
	UAS #3: Enter text            m/s
	UAS #4: Enter text            m/s

	B.16
	Number of UAS to be used
	UAS #1: xx
	UAS #2: xx
	UAS #3: xx
	UAS #4: xx

	B.17
	Transport of dangerous goods
	☐ Yes – Specify: Enter text
☐ No

	B.18
	Dropping material
	☐ Yes – Specify: Enter text
☐ No

	B.19
	Mode of operation
	☐ VLOS              ☐ BVLOS

	B.20
	What is the minimum RP:UA ratio allowed between the remote pilot (RP) and the UA that may be operated simultaneously?
	RP:UA Enter text: Enter text

	B.21
	Additional comments (optional):

	
	Enter text









	C. Specific Operations Risk Assessment (SORA)

	0.
	Risk assessment reference and revision
	☐ SORA Edition
 – Date
☐ Other – please specify: Enter text

	Step #1 – Concept of Operations (ConOps)

	1.1
	Short description of the proposed operation(s):

	
	Enter text


[Mandatory] Expected operations start date: Enter text
[Optional] Expected operations end date: Enter text

	1.2
	Requested type of operational authorization:

	
	☐ ‘PRECISE’ (location-specific)
      ☐ I have provided a separate file (.txt, .kmz or .kml) describing the coordinates for the operational volume    
      (flight geography and contingency volume), the ground risk buffer and the air risk buffer, if available:
      File(s) reference(s): Enter text

☐ ‘GENERIC’ (location-independent)
      ☐ I will provide a documented process for the determination of operational volume and buffers and the  
       assessment of the local conditions and their compliance to self-imposed or imposed limitations.
     
Notes:
· Refer to GM2 UAS.SPEC.030(2)  of (EU) 2019/947 for the definitions and conditions of ‘generic’ versus ‘precise’ operational authorization.
· The FOCA must gain sufficient evidence and confidence that the UAS operator is able to complete risk assessment on its own to deliver a ‘generic’ / ‘location-independent’ operational authorization.

	1.3
	Dimensions of the operational volume and adjacent volume (rounded up to first decimal place):

	
	Maximum height of the flight geography (HFG):
	Enter text   meters AGL

	
	Maximum height of the operational volume incl. the contingency volume (HCV):
	Enter text   meters AGL

	
	Width of the contingency volume (SCV):
	Enter text   meters

	
	Width of the ground risk buffer (SGRB):
	Enter text   meters

	
	Width of the adjacent volume (SAV):
	Enter text   meters

	
Step #2 – Intrinsic Ground Risk Class (iGRC) Determination

	2.1
	
	Max. UA characteristic dimension →
	1 m
	3 m
	8 m
	20 m
	40 m

	Max. UA speed (as per §B.15.1) →
	25 m/s
	35 m/s
	75 m/s
	120 m/s
	200 m/s

	↓ Max. iGRC population density ↓
	↓  Select appropriate iGRC below ↓

	Controlled ground area
	☐ 1
	☐ 1
	☐ 2
	☐ 3
	☐ 3

	Remote
	< 5 ppl/km2
	☐ 2
	☐ 3
	☐ 4
	☐ 5
	☐ 6

	Lightly populated
	< 50 ppl/km2
	☐ 3
	☐ 4
	☐ 5
	☐ 6
	☐ 7

	Sparsely populated
Residential lightly populated
	< 500 ppl/km2
	☐ 4
	☐ 5
	☐ 6
	☐ 7
	☐ 8

	Suburban
Low density metropolitan
	< 5’000 ppl/km2
	☐ 5
	☐ 6
	☐ 7
	☐ 8
	☐ 9

	High density metropolitan
	< 50’000 ppl/km2
	☐ 6
	☐ 7
	☐ 8
	☐ 9
	☐ 10

	Assemblies of people
	> 50’000 ppl/km2
	☐ 7
	☐ 8
	Not part of SORA


Notes:
· For UA ≤ 250 g and max. speed ≤ 19 m/s, consider an iGRC of 1 regardless of population density.
· Applicant may decide to calculate the iGRC by applying the mathematical model defined in Annex F §1.8. The UAS operator should choose the column that matches the critical area calculated for the UA that is used, as identified in Table B.8 of Annex B to AMC 1 to Article 11. An automatic tool to calculate the critical area of a UA is available on the EASA website.

	2.2
	Additional comments, iGRCs breakdown and/or reasoning, if applicable:
Enter text











	Step #3 – Final Ground Risk Class (fGRC) Determination

	Notes:
· The following mitigations must be applied in their numerical order.
· If their applicability depends on the operational context and/or the UAS used, please specify.

	3.1
	M1(A) Strategic mitigations – Sheltering
Linked to the fact that people spend on average a very small amount of time outdoors unprotected by a structure. The consideration of this mitigation may vary based on local conditions. A meta study of time activity pattern studies shows that people generally spend at most 10% of their time outside (link).
A UA expected to not penetrate a standard dwelling (less than 25 kg, without further demonstration required) will get a -1 GRC reduction in Step 3 from the M1(A) sheltering mitigation when not overflying large open assemblies of people (see Annex B for additional details).

	
	☐ None (0)
	☐ Low (–1)
	☐ Medium (–2)
	

	
	Brief description of the mitigations:
Enter text



	3.2
	M1(B) Strategic mitigations – Operational restrictions
Intended to reduce the number of people at risk on the ground independently of sheltering. The applicant provides spacetime-based restrictions (e.g., flying over a market square when it is not crowded) to substantiate that the actual density of people during the operation is lower than in Step #2.

	
	☐ None (0)
	☐ Medium (–1)
	☐ High (–2)[footnoteRef:2] [2:  FOCA may decide to require UAS operators to use static population density maps augmented with the identification of the areas where the population density data is most probably incorrect and provide a corrective value (e.g. static population density maps may use as source census data where typically commercial, recreational, industrial and other areas are defined as unpopulated even if during some part of the day they may have a high population density value). In this case, the UAS operator may be allowed to claim a reduction of the iGRC higher than 2.] 

	

	
	Brief description of the mitigations:
Enter text




	3.3
	M1(C) Tactical mitigations – Ground observation
The remote crew or the system can observe most of the overflown area(s), allowing the detection of uninvolved people in the operational area and maneuvering the UA, so that the number of uninvolved people overflown during the operation is significantly reduced. 

	
	☐ None (0)
	☐ Low (–1)
	
	

	
	Brief description of the mitigations:
Enter text





	3.4
	M2 Effects of UA impact dynamics are reduced
M2 mitigations are intended to reduce the effect of ground impact once the control of the operation is lost. This is done either by reducing the probability of lethality of a UA impact (i.e., energy, impulse, transfer energy dynamics, etc.) and/or by reducing the size of the expected critical area. In case a M2 mitigation that affects the UA descent behaviour is used, assess if the size of the ground risk buffer defined in Step #2 is still valid.

	
	☐ None (0)
	☐ Medium (–1)
	☐ High (–2)
	

	
	☐ Declaration of compliance to MOC Light-UAS.2512-01
	

	
	Brief description of the mitigations:
Enter text


	3.5
	Final ground risk class(es) (fGRC)
	☐ 1 ☐ 2 ☐ 3 ☐ 4 ☐ 5 ☐ 6 ☐ 7

	
	In case of multiple final ground risk classes, please specify, and/or if additional comments/reasoning:
Enter text





	Step #4 – Initial Air Risk Class (iARC) Determination

	4.1
	Operational airspace class(es)
	☐ Class C
	☐ Class D

	
	
	☐ Class E
	☐ Class G

	4.2
	Operations in specific area(s)/zone(s)
	☐ LS-D
	☐ LS-R
	☐ LS-P

	
	
	☐ RMZ
	☐ TMZ
	☐ ATZ

	
	
	☐ CTR
	☐ CTA
	☐ FIZ

	4.3
	iARC(s) of the operational volume

	
	☐ iARC-d (AEC 1)
	OPS in an airport / heliport environment in class C or D airspace

	
	☐ iARC-d (AEC 2)
	OPS > 150 m (~500 ft) AGL but < FL 600 in a TMZ

	
	☐ iARC-d (AEC 3)
	OPS > 150 m (~500 ft) AGL but < FL 600 in controlled airspace

	
	☐ iARC-c (AEC 4)
	OPS > 150 m (~500 ft) AGL but < FL 600 in uncontrolled airspace over an urban area

	
	☐ iARC-c (AEC 5)
	OPS > 150 m (~500 ft) AGL but < FL 600 in uncontrolled airspace over a rural area

	
	☐ iARC-c (AEC 6)
	OPS in an airport/heliport environment in class E or G airspace

	
	☐ iARC-c (AEC 7)
	OPS < 150 m (~500 ft) AGL in a TMZ

	
	☐ iARC-c (AEC 8)
	OPS < 150 m (~500 ft) AGL in controlled airspace

	
	☐ iARC-c (AEC 9)
	OPS < 150 m (~500 ft) AGL in uncontrolled airspace over an urban area

	
	☐ iARC-b (AEC10)
	OPS < 150 m (~500 ft) AGL in uncontrolled airspace over a rural area

	
	☐ iARC-b (AEC11)
	OPS > FL 600

	
	☐ iARC-a (AEC12)
	OPS in atypical / segregated airspace

	4.4
	Additional remarks and/or reasoning (optional):

	
	Enter text






	

	Step #5 – Strategic Air Risk Mitigations and final Air Risk Class (fARC)

	5.1
	Claim of strategic air risk mitigations

	
	☐ No –The iARC identified in 4.4 is (are) the final air risk class(es) (fARC) – Please go to §5.3.

	
	☐ Yes – Please continue with §5.2.

	5.2
	Select applicable ARC reduction(s) below, and describe associated strategic mitigations
Please refer to FOCA guidance for further guidance on strategic air risk mitigations.

	
	☐ iARC-d (AEC 1 or AEC 2) → fARC-c

	
	Description of the mitigations:
Enter text


	
	☐ iARC-d (AEC 1 or AEC 2) → fARC-b

	
	Description of the mitigations:
Enter text


	
	☐ iARC-d (AEC 3) → fARC-c

	
	Description of the mitigations:
Enter text


	
	☐ iARC-d (AEC 3) → fARC-b

	
	Description of the mitigations:
Enter text



	
	☐ iARC-c (AEC 4) → fARC-b

	
	Description of the mitigations:
Enter text



	
	☐ iARC-c (AEC 5) → fARC-b

	
	Description of the mitigations:
Enter text



	
	☐ iARC-c (AEC 6, 7, 8) → fARC-b

	
	Description of the mitigations:
Enter text



	
	☐ iARC-c (AEC 9) → fARC-b

	
	Description of the mitigations:
Enter text



	5.3
	Final Air Risk Class(es) (fARC)

	
	☐ fARC-b
	☐ fARC-c
	☐ fARC-d

	
	☐ fARC-a – Please specify below:
     Please refer to FOCA guidance for further information on fARC-a requirements.

	
	
	☐ Restricted airspace or danger area for unmanned aviation

	
	
	☐ Airspace where normal manned aircraft cannot go 

	
	
	☐ Airspace characterization where the encounter rate of manned aircraft can be shown to be less than  1E-6 per flight hour during the operation

	
	
	☐ Airspace not covered in AEC 1 through 12

	
	Additional remarks (optional):

	5.4
	Enter text






	Step #6 – Tactical mitigation performance requirements (TMPRs) and robustness level

	6.1
	TMPR
	☐ No requirement (VLOS) → Please go to §7.1
Note: In VLOS, demonstration of compliance to the TMPR is not necessary. However, evidence of VLOS deconfliction scheme and VLOS limitation will be required in Phase 2 of the application.

	
	
	☐ BVLOS with airspace observer(s) and/or electronic means → Please select below:

	
	
	
	☐ fARC-a → No requirement → Please go to §7.1

	
	
	
	☐ fARC-b → Low TMPR → Please describe in §6.2

	
	
	
	☐ fARC-c → Medium TMPR → Please describe in §6.2

	
	
	
	☐ fARC-d → High TMPR → Please describe in §6.2

	6.2
	[Mandatory for Low, Medium and High levels of TMPR]
Describe how do you intend to achieve the requirements for each function (Detect, Decide, Command, Execute, Feedback Loop):
Enter text


























	Step #7 – SAIL determination

	7.1
	Please select the SAIL below from I to VI, based on the fGRC and fARC:

	
	
	
	Residual Air Risk Class (rARC)

	
	fARC-a
	fARC-b
	fARC-c
	fARC-d

	Final Ground Risk Class (fGRC)
	< 2
	☐ I
	☐ II
	☐ IV
	☐ VI

	
	3
	☐ II
	☐ II
	☐ IV
	☐ VI

	
	4
	☐ III
	☐ III
	☐ IV
	☐ VI

	
	5
	☐ IV
	☐ IV
	☐ IV
	☐ VI

	
	6
	☐ V
	☐ V
	☐ V
	☐ VI

	
	7
	☐ VI
	☐ VI
	☐ VI
	☐ VI

	
	> 7
	Certified Category




	7.2
	Additional remarks and/or reasoning (optional):

	
	Enter text






	Step #8 – Determination of containment requirements

	8.1
	(Optional) Specific cases 

	
	☐ UA with a take-off weight of less than 250 g → Apply ‘Low’ containment and go to §9
☐ Multiple simultaneous operation (MSO) → FOCA may require having additional considerations related to safety and security.

	8.2
	Size of the adjacent area
Calculated from the operational volume as the distance flown in 3 minutes at max. speed (§B.15.1) of the UA.

	
	☐ 5 km
	☐ Specify value:
	☐ 35 km

	8.3
	Average population density 
Between the outer limit of the ground risk buffer and the outer limit of the adjacent area.

	
	Enter text         people / km2
	Fits within the category:
	☐ < 50’000 people / km2

	
	
	
	☐ < 5’000 people / km2

	
	
	
	☐ < 500 people / km2

	
	
	
	☐ < 50 people / km2

	8.4
	Assembly of people within 1 km of the operational volume

	
	☐ Yes
	☐ No
	
	

	8.5
	Containment

	
	☐ Low
	☐ Medium
	☐ High
	☐ Tethered

	8.6
	Additional remarks and/or reasoning (optional):
Enter text










	Step #9 – Identification of operational safety objectives (OSOs)

	This step will be reviewed at later stage with the “Part 2” form and the associated compliance spreadsheet.



	Declaration

	☐ I, the UAS operator, declare that:
· the UAS operation complies with any applicable Union and national regulations related to privacy, data protection, liability, insurance, security, and environmental protection;
· I have developed procedures to ensure that the intended UAS operation complies with the security requirements applicable to the area(s) of operation; 
· I have developed measures to protect against unlawful interference and unauthorised access;
· I have developed procedures to ensure that all flights comply with Regulation (EU) 2016/679 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data;
· I have developed procedures for the remote pilot(s) to plan UAS operations in a manner that minimizes nuisance, including noise- and other emissions-related nuisance, to people and animals;
· I have records of: 
· all relevant qualifications and training courses completed by the remote pilot(s) and other personnel in charge of duties essential to the UAS operation and by maintenance staff, for at least 3 years after those persons have ceased employment with the organization or have changed their position within the organization; 
· the maintenance activities carried out on the UAS for a minimum of 3 years;
· the information on UAS operations, including any unusual technical or operational occurrences and other data as required by the declaration or by the operational authorisation for a minimum of 3 years;
· an up-to-date list of designated remote pilots-in-command for each flight, and if applicable, for each phase of flight;
· an up-to-date list of maintenance staff employed to carry out maintenance activities;
· the insurance coverage, if applicable, will be in place at the expected date of start of the UAS operation.






	[bookmark: _Hlk196194408]Name: Enter text
Place: Enter textEnter text
Date: Enter text

	Signature:




	- FOR FOCA ONLY -



Next steps
· Please send this form to rpas@bazl.admin.ch
· Upon receipt, the application will be subject to a preliminary examination at a charge (Art. 38a GebV-BAZL).
· The FOCA will contact you for a high-level assessment before proceeding to Part 2 of the application form.
· Incomplete or incorrect documents will require an update or renewal of the application by the applicant.
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