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1. Introduction

Remote pilot certificates issued by the Federal Office of Civil Aviation (FOCA), namely A1/A3, A2 and 

STS certificates, are issued upon successful completion of the corresponding theoretical examinations 

and have a validity period limited to five years, in accordance with the provisions of Regulation (EU) 

2019/947. This limitation serves a fundamental safety objective: ensuring that remote pilots maintain 

up-to-date knowledge at all times.

In this context, two distinct mechanisms are available: revalidation and renewal.

Revalidation Renewal

Objective
Extend the validity of one or more 

certificates before expiry

‘Restore’ one or more 

certificates after expiry

Method Online refresher training + online test
Full repetition of training and 

examinations

Timing From 3 months before the expiry date From the day following the expiry date

Revalidation  and renewal  procedures must  be  carried  out  via  the  remote pilot’s  personal  dLIS 

account: https://www.dlis.bazl.admin.ch 

Currently, revalidation is  only possible for certificates issued by FOCA.  Certificates issued by 

authorities of other EASA Member States cannot be revalidated by FOCA. In such cases, the 

remote pilot must contact the issuing authority directly. 

https://www.dlis.bazl.admin.ch/
https://www.dlis.bazladmin.ch/
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2. Revalidation (before expiry)

2.1 What does it involve?
Revalidation corresponds to extending the validity of a certificate before its expiry. It is possible from 

3 months prior to the expiry date. To revalidate a certificate, the remote pilot must:

 complete an online refresher training course provided by FOCA;

 pass an online theoretical test organised by FOCA.

2.2 Who is authorised to provide revalidation?
Only FOCA is authorised to provide the refresher training and the associated examination. Theoretical 

training provided by external training organizations is not recognised for this purpose.

2.3 ‘Highest-level’ certificate principle
Revalidation is based on the highest-level certificate principle, meaning:

 all certificates held are revalidated simultaneously;

 it is not possible to revalidate a single certificate individually.

If I hold: I can:
After completing the training and 

passing the test:

A1/A3 only revalidate my A1/A3
my A1/A3 certificate is revalidated for 

5 years

A1/A3 + A2
revalidate both certificates together 

(not individually)

both A1/A3 and A2 are revalidated for 

5 years

A1/A3 + STS
revalidate both certificates together 

(not individually)

both A1/A3 and STS are revalidated 

for 5 years

A1/A3 + A2 + STS
revalidate all certificates together 

(not individually)

all A1/A3, A2 and STS are revalidated 

for 5 years

2.4 Rules, content and cost
 Unlike initial examinations, there is no limit on the number of attempts for the online revalidation 

test. Still, the training and test must be fully completed before the certificate expires. Otherwise, 

the certificate will expire, and the remote pilot will need to proceed with renewal.

 Test format

The online test consists in multiple-choice questions (MCQ).

There is only one correct answer per question.

 Pass mark

A minimum of 75% correct answers is required to pass the online test.
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 Number of questions and cost of revalidation

The number of questions and the cost1 depend on the certificates held and revalidated:

Revalidated 

certificates
Number of questions Revalidation cost

A1/A3 only 30 CHF 20.-

A1/A3 + A2 40 CHF 20.-

A1/A3 + STS 50 CHF 30.-

A1/A3 + A2 + STS 60 CHF 30.-

2.5 Procedure to revalidate your certificates

1.

Log in to your personal dLIS account: https://www.dlis.bazl.admin.ch 

Note: If you encounter any problems or have any questions regarding login methods (e.g. CH-LOGIN,  

AGOV, etc.), please consult the relevant help pages for each service. The FOCA is not responsible  

for this matter.

2.

Click on “Domains” and “Drones (UAS)”.

3.

Click on the “Revalidation” button displayed next to the highest-level certificate you hold 

(A1/A3, A2 or STS, as applicable).

Note: If the button does not appear, this means that your certificate will expire in more than 3 months.  

Revalidation is only possible for certificates that expire in less than 3 months, which are marked as  

‘Expiring’.

1 Applicable fees are defined in the Ordinance on the fees charged by the Federal Office of Civil Aviation (GebV-BAZL; SR 
748.112.11).

https://www.dlis.bazl.admin.ch/
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4.

Read the applicable conditions, tick the three mandatory boxes and click on “Next”.

5.

Proceed to pay the fees 

Important: after making the payment, please wait for around 30 seconds without interacting 

with the page to allow it to refresh and display “Payment completed”. Then click “Next”.

6.

Read the instructions and click on “Go to Study Material and Online Examination” to 

access the online course and test platform.
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Note: This page can still be accessed from the “Applications” tab in your dLIS account by 

clicking “Open”. 

7.

Click on the capsule to access the refresher course.

8.

Read the information carefully, then click on “Continue”.
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9.

The horizontal scroll bar shows you the various training modules you need to complete. Click 

on each module to access the training content. 

You can also change the language if necessary.

10.

Information on the features of each module:

A – The scroll bar allows you to browse through the content of the chapter (here, chapter 1).

B – The progress bar shows your overall progress within the module. It must reach 100% in 

order to validate the module.

C – The table of contents allows quick navigation between the different chapters of the 

module.

D – The progress indicators display your progress within each chapter.

E – The buttons allow you to activate full-screen mode and exit the module.

Once the training has been fully completed (“B” progress bar at 100%), click on “Back”.
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11.

Once all the modules have been passed, check that they are highlighted in green on the 

banner. All modules must be highlighted in green before you can access the test.

Then click on the “Test” thumbnail to access the test.

12.

Information on features for the test:

A – This button allows you to mark a question in order to return to it later.

B – This grid indicates the status of the different questions:

 Marked questions appear in yellow orange.

 Answered questions appear in purple.

 Unanswered questions appear in white.

 The current question appears in beige.

C – This button allows you to clear the selected answer for a question.

D – This button allows you to change the test language.

E – This button allows you to display an overview of all questions.

F – This button allows you to validate and submit the test once completed.
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13.

If you fail the test, you can retake it as many times as necessary.

Once you have passed the test, your new, extended certificate(s) will appear on your dLIS 

dashboard. Please note that it may take some time for the update to take effect.

3. Renewal (after expiry)

If the certificate has expired, or if revalidation has not been completed in time, the remote pilot must 
proceed with renewal.

Unlike revalidation, renewal involves full repetition of the training and examination process, 
starting from A1/A3 (then A2 and/or STS as required).

However, renewal allows the remote pilot to retain their existing remote pilot number (CHE-RP-XXXX).

1.

Log in to your personal dLIS account: https://www.dlis.bazl.admin.ch 

Note: If you encounter any problems or have any questions regarding login methods (e.g. CH-LOGIN,  

AGOV, etc.), please consult the relevant help pages for each service. The FOCA is not responsible  

for this matter.

2.

Click on “Domains” and “Drones (UAS)”.

3.

Click on the “Renewal” button displayed next to the highest-level certificate you hold (A1/A3, 

A2 or STS, as applicable).

Please refer to the Training and certificates for remote pilots page on the FOCA website for the rest of 
the process, which is the same as that applicable to initial certificate applications.

https://www.bazl.admin.ch/en/remote-pilots
https://www.dlis.bazl.admin.ch/
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4. FAQ – Frequently asked questions

Can I revalidate my certificate after expiry?
No. Once expired, the certificate must be renewed.

Do I need to retake all exams for renewal?
Yes. Renewal requires:

 A1/A3 online training and examination;
 followed by A1/A3, A2 and/or STS exams as needed.

Can I revalidate only one certificate (e.g. A2)?
No. Revalidation applies to ALL certificates held.

What happens if I start revalidation but do not complete it in time?
The certificate expires. A full renewal is required.

Will my remote pilot number change?
No. Your remote pilot number remains the same in both cases.

Can I use materials during the revalidation online test?
As the test is not supervised, no technical monitoring is applied. However, the remote pilot remains 
legally responsible for completing the test and demonstrating their knowledge.

What is the cost of revalidation?
The cost depends on the revalidated certificates:

 A1/A3 only: CHF 20.-
 A1/A3 + A2: CHF 20.-
 A1/A3 + STS: CHF 30.-
 A1/A3 + A2 + STS: CHF 30.-

What is the cost of renewal?
The cost is the same as for initial exams.

What happens if I hold certificates issued by FOCA and by another EASA Member state?
Certificates issued by authorities of other EASA Member States are valid in Switzerland. However, they 
cannot be imported into your personal dLIS account. As a result, these certificates are not visible in 
dLIS, and they cannot be considered for revalidation. Revalidation therefore applies only to certificates 
issued by FOCA and available in your dLIS account.

 Example 1 – You hold:
o an A1/A3 certificate issued by FOCA (visible in dLIS)
o an A2 certificate issued by the German authority (not visible in dLIS)
o an STS certificate issued by FOCA (visible in dLIS)
 You can only revalidate A1/A3 and STS certificates.

 Example 2 – You hold:
o A1/A3 and A2 certificates issued by FOCA (visible in dLIS)
o an STS certificate issued by the Austrian authority (not visible in dLIS)
 You can only revalidate A1/A3 and A2 certificates.
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