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Annual Flight Training 
• ME Helicopter SIM only*
• SE Helicopter SIM or ACFT possible (at the operator’s discretion) 

Operational Proficiency Check (OPC)
• ME Helicopter SIM only or alternating between SIM and ACFT mandatory*
• SE Helicopter SIM only, ACFT only or alternating between SIM and ACFT

SIM = FFS or FTD (according certification)
* as long as the simulator is accessible and available (acc. EASA & FOCA definitions)

Current Policy for the OPS requirements
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• Extended FSTD options for SE helicopters (H125) 

Development 
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Annual Flight Training 
• ME Helicopter SIM only*
• SE Helicopter SIM only* (New from 01.06.2025)

Operational Proficiency Check (OPC)
• ME Helicopter SIM only or alternating between SIM and ACFT mandatory*
• SE Helicopter

SIM only or alternating between SIM and ACFT mandatory* (New from 01.06.2025)

SIM = FFS or FTD (according certification)
* as long as the simulator is accessible and available (acc. EASA & FOCA definitions)

New Policy for the OPS requirements
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Licence Proficiency Check (LPC) and Skill Tests
• EASA IR will change (when implemented)
• Basic rule remains: available/accessible FFS must be used
• Derogations: 

1. Non-complex helicopters: FSTD and aircraft ok, even if FFS available/accessible
2. Non-complex helicopters max. 5 seats: aircraft ok, even if FFS or FSTD available/accessible

• Justified Exemptions to the above, from 01 June 2025: 
require prior FOCA SBFP approval (refer to GM/INFO Examination Guide chapter 1.22)

Combined OPC/LPC 
• The most restrictive requirement of OPS respectively FCL applies 
• Shall be described in the operator OM D

Updated EASA IR / Policy for FCL requirements
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• For operators who have not yet implemented the use of FSTDs for SE helicopters, 
a revision of manuals, particularly OM-D, will be necessary. 

• The operator must describe his specific practice when using the FSTD.

• The revised manuals must be submitted in good time for approval, so that the use 
of FSTD can be put into practice from 01.06.2025 at the latest. 

Manual updates 
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Bern und Zürich
FOCA Locations

Papiermühlestrasse 172, Ittigen
Operation Center 1, Zürich-
Flughafen

Switchboard
+41 58 465 80 39

Website
https://www.bazl.admin.ch

https://www.bazl.admin.ch/
https://twitter.com/bazlCH
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCT8AJFX4-uVvVKvzI-SbO6g
https://www.facebook.com/FOCA.StaySafe
https://www.linkedin.com/company/federal-office-of-civil-aviation-switzerland/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi0g6_SgrmBAxVWhv0HHS_8DBsQFnoECBEQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fbazlofficial%2F&usg=AOvVaw285Iznkg4UrJkE4BaSjgv9&opi=89978449

